
 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL TEAM LEADER 
Premier’s Sporting Challenge 
At the beginning of 2008 the opportunity arose for children from 
our school to participate in a new initiation – the Premier’s Sporting 
Challenge. A number of classes volunteered to become part of the 
program that was co-ordinated by Miss Boxshall. As a result of our 
participation throughout the year, the school’s achievements have 
been recognised in two ways. Firstly, the school has received a 
certificate acknowledging the contribution Bowral Public School 
made in this first year of the program. Secondly, the school has 
received an amount of $3546 (called a seeding grant) that can be 
utilised to further promote the program. I thank Miss Boxshall  for 
her leadership in this Key Learning Area.  
 
Late Arrivals at School 
The staff has appreciated the support from families regarding 
signing children into school if they arrive on the school site after 
9.10am. As I have mentioned a number of times previously this 
really is a Child Protection issue and the safety of the students is 
paramount. Please ensure that this procedure is followed at all 
times. 
 
School Excursions 
I have received a number of positive comments from staff and 
families about the behaviour of children during excursions away 
from the school site. This is extremely encouraging and I am sure 
that this will continue for the duration of this term. By co-operating 
with teachers and demonstrating appropriate behaviour, it 
continues the reputation that our school possesses amongst the 
wider community. Congratulations and well done. 
 
A Sad Farewell 
Many people in the Illawarra region and the athletics community 
were saddened to learn about the death of talented athlete Kerryn 
McCann last Sunday night. Much has been said about her 
contribution to the athletics world as a distance runner and the 
fantastic job she has carried out as a mother of three young 
children. I first met Kerryn Hindmarsh as a ten year old cross 
country runner when she attended the State Cross Country 
Championships. Being interested in athletics I have followed her 
career and was in Melbourne when she achieved her victory in the 
women’s marathon. A quiet and determined individual, her 
contribution to her extended families and the local Coledale area 
will be missed. I feel fortunate that I had the opportunity to meet 
such an inspiring human being. 
 
Presentation Assemblies 
These will be held next Monday 15 December 2008. Just a 
reminder that Stage One assembly commences at 9.30am, Early 
Stage One at 11:45 am and Stage Two at 2.00pm. The venue for 
these events is the Bowral Memorial Hall. Stage Three’s assembly 
will be conducted at Bowral High School, commencing at 7.00pm. I 
would encourage all families to support their children at this time 

as we acknowledge and celebrate the achievements of the 
students who have attended Bowral Public School in 2008. 
 
Kindergarten Students 2009 
All Kindergarten families should have received information about 
their initial appointment with their Kindergarten teacher in 2009. 
This will allow time for the Literacy aspect of the Best Start 
approach to be conducted. It would be appreciated if families could 
bring their child to the Lower Playground at least ten (10) minutes 
prior to the scheduled time. If there are any problems on the day, 
please contact the school office on 48611086. I look forward to 
catching up with all Kindergarten students on Friday 6 February 
2009, their first full day at school.  
 
Student Reports 
I am in the process of placing my comments on the final classes of 
reports ready for distribution next Tuesday. I continue to be 
impressed in the way the vast majority of our students cooperate 
fully with their teachers and strive for excellence on a daily basis. 
The support of the Department’s nine (9) core values and our 
school’s four (4) basic rules has provided students with appropriate 
guidelines in their ability to remain engaged and see classroom 
tasks through to their conclusion. It is quite apparent that the role 
played by families impacts significantly on the way children 
approach their daily activities. Both the teaching and non teaching 
staff continue to support learning in a supportive environment. 
Please take the time to read your child’s report as it is a reflection 
of their achievements throughout 2008.  
 
School Uniform 
I continue to be impressed with families that ensure their children 
are dressed in correct school uniform each day. This allows the 
children to feel part of an impressive team and this attitude carries 
over to both the classroom and the playground. One matter that is 
often raised is that of black shoes. They are part of the uniform 
and shoes assist in developing the correct school tone. I’m sure 
many students will be ‘in the market’ for a new pair to commence 
the 2009 school year and I would encourage all families to think 
about this. There are a number of styles and brands that allow 
children to not only ‘look great’ but also allow them to use the 
shoes for sport. Any support families could make in relation to this 
matter would be appreciated. 
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1—12 December � Special Swimming Scheme 

Thursday 11 December �  Year 6 Dinner / Dance 

Monday 15 December �  Presentation Day—Bowral Memorial Hall  
    Kindergarten Start 11:45am 
    Years 1—2    Start  9:30am 
    Years 3—4    Start  2:00pm     

Monday 15 December � Presentation Evening Years 5—6  
    Bowral High School Hall  7pm 

Tuesday 16 December � Combined Scripture Services 
Infants:  Bowral Uniting Church from 11:30am  
Primary: St Thomas Aquinas from 12:20pm.      

Thursday 18 December �  Jamberoo Recreation Park—Year 6 

Friday 19 December �  Last Day of Term 4 
�  CANTEEN CLOSED 

Tuesday 27 January 2009 �  STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY NO STUDENTS 

 CALENDAR 



 

 

 

PRIMARY CHRISTMAS  
SCRIPTURE SERVICES 

Tuesday 16 December 2008 
 

� The infants Christmas Service is at 
Bowral Uniting Church from 11:30am  

 

� Primary Christmas Service is at  
St Thomas Aquinas from 12:20pm.   

 

In particular the Year 6 students will 
be farewelled at the Primary Service.     

 

Families welcome to both services. 

Annual School Report 
One hundred family surveys were issued to families, via their students, earlier this week. It would be appreciated if      
completed surveys can be returned to the school office by Friday 19 December 2008, the last day of the school year. 
The school self-evaluation committee appreciates your support at this busy time.  Additional surveys will be available to 
any families not included in the school’s sample. These can be collected from the school office.  
 
Jump  Rope For Heart 
Regular visitors to the school foyer may have noticed an impressive plaque that arrived at the school recently             
acknowledging the contribution made by the Bowral Public School Community during 2008 in supporting this worthy 
cause. Our community was one of the top ten (10) in the state with $7875.70 raised. The leadership demonstrated by 
Mrs Hordern and Mrs Baguley is very much appreciated and I thank all families who contributed to this fund. To the 
children of our school, thanks for your efforts in not only helping to raise the money but also for the manner in which you took on the skipping    
challenge and learnt many valuable lessons about  the need to remain fit and healthy. Another wonderful achievement for the school that         
continues to strive, think and learn. 
 

A Final Comment 
This will be the final newsletter for 2008 and I take this opportunity to personally thank all students, teachers and families for their support over the 
last twelve (12) months. The teaching of children is a challenged but also a very rewarding occupation and I to enjoy the job of the community’s 
educational leader. I continue to be motivated and enthused on a daily basis as I watch children learn and develop in a supportive environment. 
Many hundreds of children have visited my office  this year sharing with me their successes over time. This is by far the most satisfying aspect of 
my job and I appreciate the opportunity to share these moments. There are days where I seem to get ‘desk bound’ as I fulfill my principal         
administrative tasks, however, to take a break what better way than join in a game of handball or visit a classroom and observe children learning or 
even get the opportunity to teach.  
I wish all families the very best for the festive season and I know that many family reunions and quality time with friends are planned over the   
summer vacation. It is important that, even at these times, children are at the forefront of our thinking and their safety remains paramount. I am 
looking forward to enjoying a break with my loved ones and I’m sure that together we will all face the challenges of  2009 with renewed             
enthusiasm and determination as we continue to support our children on their educational journey.  
John Morris Principal 

 
Student Representative Council 
I have had so many opportunities to see our children at their best in the past two weeks. First, I must congratulate Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 
students on their ability to dance, have fun and also behave in a most responsible manner. Last week the Student Representative Council held 
three dances and they were extremely well attended. Fruit, ice blocks and prizes were all part of the event.  
 

Our SRC representatives from Year 1and Year 2 did a great job of writing the letters to parents explaining what was happening and what was  
expected. Well done. 
 

I am not sure what the most popular dances were, but I do know that Kindergarten loved the Hokey Pokey, Year 1 the YMCA and Year 2 are a 
whiz at the Macarena. 
 

Special thanks to our Year 5 SRC representatives from 5E, 5J and 5T: Sam, Imogen, Sophie, Lachlan, Grace, Courtney, Eric and Connor for   
acting as disc jockeys, prize givers and food organisers. You were just excellent in your leadership capacity!!! 
 
Swim School 
Today was a great opportunity for me to see our students from Years 2 and 3 at Bowral Pool. I know that Mrs Beattie and Mrs Williams have    
spoken highly of the progress that has been made by everyone at the pool but I have to say the confidence shown was nothing short of amazing. 
To see Martina put her face in the water, Patrick blow bubbles, Julian, Logan, D’Arcy and Jaimie swim about 15 metres in the deep end; William 
and Hayden jump in and use the noodles to help float on their back; and the group who showed how to swim through the hoops was just a        
testimony to the effort put in by the children and their teachers. Well done. 
 
Scripture 
Next week we hold our combined scripture services for K-2 at the Uniting Church at 11.30am and for Years 3-6 at St. Thomas Aquinas Church at 
12.20pm. All are welcome to attend. Special thanks to all our scripture teachers for their efforts and generosity in donating their time this year. 
Jan Christie Deputy Principal 
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FITROY FALLS EXCURSION 
On Thursday 27 November and Friday 28 November, Stage 2 classes participated in an 
excursion to Fitzroy Falls in Morton National Park.  The excursion was designed to link to 
the HSIE “State and National Parks” unit currently being studied by Stage 2 classes. 
While at Fitzroy Falls, students were divided into three rotating groups.  These groups 
participated in activities about native/introduced fauna, Aboriginal tools and cooking  
utensils and the interactive ‘education room’.  The groups combined for a guided bush 
walk to view the falls and examine the flora and then ‘taste-tested’ examples of bush 
tucker. 
Miss Boxshall did a marvellous job organising the excursion and the other Stage 2   
teachers congratulate her.  A total of 15 parents attended and we thank them for their 
participation. 
Scott Cayzer 
 

The excursion was very educational and loads of fun.  Sophie  3/4X 
 

It was freakish at the lookout but it was fun.  Erin  3T 
 

I really liked the excursion and my favourite bit was the hike because the views from the 
lookout were really good. I also learned a lot about cane toads.  William  3/4X 
 

The waterfall was great and the lady who took us gave us bush tucker.  Austin  3C 
 

It was a great time but a bit scary at the waterfall.  Arm  4/5T 
 

I thought it was really fun but a bit scary when you stepped onto a see through metal bit 
and you could see the waterfall below you.  Shannae  4/5T 
 

The lookout was 80 metres high but it felt much higher than that.  Susan  3C 
 

I thought it was fun and interesting.  I loved the bushwalk and my two favourite parts were 
the walk and lighting the fire.  Joshua  4D. 
 

I thought it was quite scary looking down from the 80 metre high lookout.   
Emma  4D 
 

The excursion was one of the best I have been on, especially the hike.   
Clayton  3/4X 

 

YEAR SIX SELF HELP 
A huge thank you to all the wonderful year six students and their parents for the fantastic effort and contribution they made to this 
year’s self help day.  The students provided a fabulous array of food and had wonderful activities planned for the school.  The       
students raised the amazing total of $2321.00.  Well Done!.  Some of this money will be used to purchase a new photo shop program 
for use with the digital cameras and to purchase two new perpetual trophies for the school athletics champions.  We will be           
discussing with the students what they think the remaining funds should be used to purchase. 
Thank you everyone for your marvellous support.  It is much appreciated. 
Year Six Teachers. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS    

  

Information included in “Community Announcements” does not have official endorsement of  NSWDET and may not be school activities. The announcements are a service to the community and should not be 
interpreted as a  recommendation by the school. The school  accepts no responsibility for  information  published  in this newsletter as “Community   Announcements”.  

A few words from the Uniform Shop . . . 
* Just letting you know that we are still unable to get the short sleeved polo shirts many are waiting for. Our supplier indicated that 
they would be here at the beginning of this week but has now delayed this yet again. We are so sorry for the inconvenience. As soon 
as we have them we will deliver them to those who have paid. If you have any concerns please feel free to leave your number at the 
office and someone will get back to you. 
 
* Uniform Shop will be closed in week 10. This Friday is the last chance to buy uniforms in 2008! Thank you to all the fantastic      
volunteers who have served so cheerfully in the midst of crazy queues, whingeing babies and the frustration of out-of-stock items.  
 
* Uniform Shop will be open again from Tuesday 27  January to Friday 30 January 2009 at 9am and also every morning of the second 
week of school, from 9:00am—10:00am.  
Merry Christmas and see you in ’09! 
The Uniform Shop Committee 

Thank you to all who have helped with the (sporadic) JIG activities throughout the 
year.  Hopefully next year we will be more organised and prominent in the school 
community.  I look forward to welcoming our new parents next year, particularly   
Kindergarten.  A “tissue and tea” morning will be provided on the first full day of 
school next year. (6 February 2009 for Kindergarten), for the Kindergarten parents, 

anyone wishing to assist is of course welcome.  I will be in contact during our first week next year. 
The merriest of Christmas to all and enjoy the holidays, until next year 
Kay Paviour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the end of a really hectic year and as Christmas hurtles towards us, I need to thank everyone who has 
put in a tremendous effort in so many areas of our school this year. As I was very ‘green’ when I took on the 
P&C position and many things were arranged with very little notice, those who helped really need to be     
applauded. Next year will be better I promise! 
 
A couple of notable mentions need to be made.  Ros Clark and Barbara Fay have committed many years to 
our school and will be moving on this year as their children start high school in 2009. Everyone in the      
committees they represent and work tirelessly for will sorely miss them. It has been a pleasure getting to 
know you both and I would like to wish you the very best for the coming year. 
 
I would also like to thank John Morris, the teachers and the administrative staff for their support this year. I 
definitely needed guidance with many issues and it has been provided very willingly. Everyone is looking 
slightly frazzled as the year draws to a close, as it seems that as the children wind down the teachers and 
administrative staff are more busier than ever. I wish you all a happy, relaxing and safe break. 
 
Finally, a couple of dates for your new diaries. The first P&C meeting of 2009 will be held on Monday,           
9 February 2009 at 7 for 7.30pm. This will be followed by the AGM on Monday, 23 February 2009. 
 
Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year, and a safe holiday break with your families.  
 
Justine McKinlay 

VACATION CARE PROGRAM 
Tangarra School—Mittagong  

Monday 5 January—Friday 16 January 2009 
      Information Liz Spiller of The Disability Trust  

Southern Highlands on 4872 4975 

 
POWERHOUSE MUSIC CENTRE 

Open Day 22 December 2008 
 Ph 4862 5344 

   LOST PROPERTY BIN WILL BE EMPTIED ON MONDAY 15 DECEMBER 


